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General view, Parkway Vocational School, Toronto, Ont., Canada. Designed by the Architects’ Office, Building Department,

Toronto Board of Education.

Toronto’s ParkWay Vocational School

The new Parkway Vocational
School at Toronto, Ont., Canada,
has been planned to provide voca-

tional courses for boys of high school

age, in the widest areas — from bar-
bering to warehousing and stock-
keeping. Erected with funds pro-
vided by the Ontario provincial and
the Canadian federal governments,
the construction of the school was
undertaken after extensive study of
local needs and opportunities in the
industries, trades, and commercial
activities of the Toronto metropoli-
tan area.

The Parkway Vocational School
provides vocational education for
boys of high school age for whom
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Each student receives continuous vocational and educational guidance.

15




| SN——— S P S

7

SRS PRR AR 354 ST SO

-Cj:' -

N

The machine shop is equipped with modern machinery and  All phases of the upholstery trade are taught in a roomy,
specially equipped shop.

is lighted for accurate work.

advanced academic education seems
inadvisable. They are drawn from
the elementary schools of the metro-
politan city and come recommended
by their respective school principals
and the child adjustment service of
the Toronto board of education.
Generally, the boys work through
three cycles of educational work. In
the first cycle, each boy passes
through a variety of psychological
and academic tests and is assigned
to an academic class geared to his
level of achievement. Seventy-five
percent of the school day is devoted
to basic academic subjects and to
guidance and job study, and the
other 25 percent is taken up by
rotating Exploratory Shopwork. One
of these shops stresses woodwork
and -allied trades, a second familiar-
izes boys with metalworking, and a

third is devoted to a miscellany of

trade work. In all the shops the
boys’ interests, tendencies, and skills
are assessed and he is guided into
work for which he shows interest
and aptitude. After this initial work
of a month the boy is promoted into
the Temporary Shop Cycle where
he is asked to work in one of a series
of 20 shops, each specializing in a
skilled trade. The trades range from
printing, woodwork, sheet metal, ma-
chine shop, auto work, trowel trades,
food processing, commercial art, and
needle trades, to barbering, drafting,
building maintenance, etc., etc. If a
boy “finds himself” in a trade, he is
allowed to continue. If he or his
teachers think he should enter other
work, he is shifted. When a boy has
made a decision to study a given
occupation, he enters the third or
Special Trade Cycle where he may
remain as long as he desires to ac-
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quire the basic knowledge of ma-
terials, tools, and machinery and
develop the skills needed to enter
productive work in a paying job.
Flexibility is the key characteristic
of the school’s program.

The Parkway Vocational School,
located on a 6}%-acre site, consists
of three main blocks, of which the
two-story north block contains the
shops for heavy machinery; the
center block, which is six stories
high, contains the classrooms and
laboratories and is serviced with
passenger and freight elevators; the
south block embraces the large units
of the swimming pool, the gymna-
sium, the music rooms, the audi-
torium (also used as cafeteria), and
the supplementary rooms, such as
kitchens, showers, dressing rooms,

- /../

etc. Clever use has been made of
the sloping site for entrances, ramps,
staircases, enclosed fire stair, and a
pedestrian bridge.

The educational planning was done
by the vocational and secondary
school staffs of the Toronto board
of education. The architectural plan-
ning was done by the architects’ de-
partment of the building division of
the Toronto schools, R. Harvey Self,
comptroller of building and plant;
F. C. Etherington, chief architect;
G. D. Frittenburg, deputy chief ar-
chitect; F. C. Facey, chief engineer;
R. H. Boyd, mechanical design engi-
neer; A. T. Robinson, electrical de-
sign engineer;; K. H. Hatch, struc-
tural design engineer.

The construction of the building
consists of precast concrete T beams

i

Two connecting classrooms offer opportunity for group guidance.
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- Second floor plan. At right, main shops; central area, library, staffroom and

upper areas of special laboratories.

for the floors, reinforced concrete
columns, and wall fins and brick
facing panels. Windows in the main
classroom block are splayed at an
angle to the rooms to provide a
minimum of sun heat and glare, and
a maximum amount of north light.

The interior sections consist of
painted block walls, generally, and
glazed tile walls in the washrooms.
Ceilings in classrooms and shops are
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Third Floor Plan
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Fourth Floor Plan, with classrooms and
special shops.
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FIFTH FLOOR PLAN
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Sixth Floor Plan
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painted concrete and acoustical tile
in the offices and corridors. Class-
room floors are linoleum, wood in
the gymnasium, and terrazzo in the
corridors and washrooms. Wood-
block floors are in the carpentry and
other shops.

The building is heated with two-
pipe forced flow reverse return hot
water at a temperature of about
200 deg. F. Ventilation is fan-ener-
gized supply and exhaust. In the
various shops there are specialized
exhaust systems for sawdust collec-
tion, for steam removal from the
tailor shop pressing machines, spray
booths, welding equipment, automo-
tive shop, and cafeteria cooking
fumes. A wunique feature of the
building is its heating plant which
is located on the roof. The electri-
cal equipment consists of fluorescent
lighting, an electric fire-alarm sys-
tem, local telephones, a public-ad-
dress system, an automatic program
and clock system.

The building has a capacity of 800
pupils and costs $4,432,855 includ-
ing equipment. Exclusive of aca-
demic equipment, the cost was
$21.77 per square foot or $1.73
per cubic foot. W
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Comamercial Art and Vocational Design Room
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The top-lighted Motor Mechanics Shop is accessible from a wide ramp and is
fitted with cars, motors, electrical systems, mock-ups, etc.
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